
Teaching Philosophy – Stuart McClorey 

 

Above all else, I believe effective learning for students takes place in an environment that is highly 

supportive and welcoming - where expectations are high, risks are encouraged and errors are 

accepted. Students should be at the centre of all things in the classroom, and they should be 

recognised as individuals with different learning needs and styles that need to be catered to.  

I believe the way children develop as people is just as important as any academic progress they 

make. The social and emotional well-being of all my students is very important to me and is a key 

element to my teaching philosophy. I will always value personal qualities over test scores and always 

seek to build a classroom culture of kindness, compassion, respect and gratitude. 

 

I recognise that students come to the classroom with a wide range of differences, abilities, and 

personality traits and consider these carefully when planning units of work. I believe in giving students 

a voice in the classroom, and listening to their concerns whole heartedly and genuinely. I strongly 

believe the relationships you form with your students are the cornerstone upon which all learning 

occurs, and therefore value my relationships with my students as critical to our success. I also believe 

that effective learning takes place in an orderly environment and take a restorative approach to 

behaviour management, with a focus on providing safe and supportive learning experiences for all 

students.  

 

I strongly believe in holding children accountable for their learning and behaviour; encouraging and 

developing an independent attitude and continually striving to seek improvement in one’s self. 

Children should be encouraged to set challenging but realistic goals, and work together with their 

teacher and parents to achieve these. Students must also have the opportunity to be provided with 

feedback from their work, and I believe it is important to take the time to recognise genuine effort and 

achievement in and out of the classroom. 

 

I believe the relationship between teacher and parents is critical to the success of students. A strong, 

united relationship based on mutual respect and a desire for the same outcomes shows students we 

are working together to help them achieve their success. I believe in frequent communication with the 

parent community and encourage the same from parents as well. I believe teachers need to be 

organised, efficient and knowledgeable in what they do. They need to have a range of teaching 

strategies that energise, motivate and inspire their children to be the best they can be. Importantly I 

believe teachers must also be committed to their own self development; unafraid to take risks in their 

teaching or seek to improve their methods. 

  

Finally, I think it is important to make school fun. Students learn best in an environment that is 

supportive and enjoyable and a good sense of humour can go a long way to achieving this. I believe 

students should be given the opportunity to inject their own sense of creativity or personality into tasks 

and have the chance to showcase their individual nature. I want my students to treasure their primary 

school years and take a positive attitude into their secondary and even tertiary years. 

  

My philosophy is ever changing and is simply based on my own experiences up to this point in time; 

both as a learner and an educator, as well as some of the key learning and educational theory. I know 



that as I grow and develop as a teacher so will my philosophy and I look forward to the journey that 

takes me on. 

 


